
Small Business Development Centers

Washington has a network of 21 Small Business Development Centers (SBDCs) across the 

state to meet the needs of entrepreneurs who need technical assistance in formulating and 

launching their new enterprises.

https://mystartup365.com/resources/publications/small-business-playbook-23#sbdc

Rural Rise

Rural Rise is a community of organizations that aims to increase opportunities and prosperity for

small and rural communities across the  United States. Recognizing that innovation and 

entrepreneurship are blind to location, Rural RISE seeks to increase the opportunities, increase 

accessibility, spotlight innovation, entrepreneurial and start-up activities that work in a rural 

context.

https://www.ruralrise.org/home

RAIN

The Readiness Acceleration & Innovation Network (RAIN) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit life science 

incubator growing local companies, talent, and jobs in BioTech in the Tacoma region. They are 

the collaborative, boundary-crossing environment that serves to spark creativity and help 

innovators overcome the challenges they face by providing direct access to the people and 

resources needed to succeed.

https://www.rainincubator.org/

Startup Champions Network

Startup Champions Network is a membership organization that provides builders of 

entrepreneurial ecosystems the connections, resources, and professional development they 

need to cultivate thriving and inclusive communities. Ecosystem builders are people who drive 
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long-term change by supporting innovation and entrepreneurship. They work to reduce barriers 

for entrepreneurs.

http://www.championsnetwork.co/

Global Entrepreneurship Network

The Global Entrepreneurship Network operates a platform of projects and programs in 170 

countries aimed at making it easier for anyone, anywhere to start and scale a business. By 

fostering deeper cross border collaboration and initiatives between entrepreneurs, investors, 

researchers, policymakers and entrepreneurial support organizations, GEN works to fuel 

healthier start and scale ecosystems that create more jobs, educate individuals, accelerate 

innovation and strengthen economic growth.

https://genglobal.org/

Future Founders

Future Founders, created in 2011, is a non-profit organization that believes every youth can 

become an entrepreneur. They offer age-appropriate and stage-appropriate programs to 

connect youth with mentors and help them build a toolkit of entrepreneurial skills. They have 

served over 33,000 students from elementary school through college.

https://futurefounders.com/

Kauffman Foundation

The Kauffman Foundation is a registered 501(c)3  non-profit, private foundation. The Kauffman 

Foundation focuses on projects that encourage entrepreneurship, support education, and 

contribute to civic life.

https://www.kauffman.org/
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Economic Innovation Group

Economic Innovation Group, a bipartisan public policy organization, brings together leading 

entrepreneurs, investors, economists, and policymakers from across the political spectrum to 

address America’s economic challenges. Their mission is to advance solutions that empower 

entrepreneurs and investors to forge a more dynamic economy throughout America.

http://eig.org/

Center for American Entrepreneurship

The Center for American Entrepreneurship (CAE) is a non-partisan Washington area-

based 501(c)(3) policy and advocacy organization. CAE’s mission is to engage and educate 

policymakers in Washington, and at state and local levels across the nation, regarding the 

critical importance of entrepreneurs and start-ups to innovation, economic growth, and job 

creation, and to pursue a comprehensive policy agenda intended to significantly enhance the 

circumstances for new business formation, survival, and growth.

http://www.startupsusa.org/

Entrepreneurs Organization

Entrepreneurs Organization (EO) is the only global network exclusively for entrepreneurs. EO 

helps leading entrepreneurs learn and grow through peer-to-peer learning, once-in-a-lifetime 

experiences, and connections to experts.

https://www.eonetwork.org/

Young Entrepreneurship Council

The Young Entrepreneur Council is an invite-only organization for entrepreneurs under the age 

of 40. The perks of a YEC membership include peer-to-peer forums for 24/7 support, discounts 

on beneficial products and services, in-person events and an editorial team to assist you with 

content creation and distribution. Other benefits include the chance to participate in mentorship 

discussions and publication, and a complimentary FoundersCard membership as well.

http://eig.org/
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FoundersCard

FoundersCard, this is an organization that has over 15,000 members who enjoy generous 

networking events and many discounts are provided. For example, FoundersCard offers 

members discounts on travel expenses, business products and services, and even VIP benefits 

to improve your lifestyle.

http://founderscard.com/

Startup Grind

Founded in 2010, Startup Grind has become “the global leaders in Startup Events.” Over 

100,000 Entrepreneurs have attended Startup Grind in the past years.  It’s now in 150+ 

countries with over 100 events going on each month making this one of the largest entrepreneur

organizations on the planet.

http://startupgrind.com/

Edward Lowe Foundation

Founded in 1985, the Edward Lowe Foundation aims to “champion the entrepreneurial spirit.” 

This foundation achieves this fantastic goal by connecting second-stage entrepreneurs with their

peers through leadership programs like Economic Gardening and the PerSpectives Roundtable 

System. The ELF also has the beneficial tool, YourEconomy.org which tracks the performance 

of over 44 million businesses in the U.S.

http://edwardlowe.org/

Young Presidents Association
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The Young Presidents Organization (YPO) was started in 1950 and today has approximately 

25,000 business leaders in more than 130 countries. Joining the YPO affords you the 

opportunity to bounce ideas or seek advice from a global network on the YPO forums. The YPO 

also collects performance metrics and trends for quarterly reports, networking events, and 

roundtable discussions.

https://www.ypo.org/

United States Association for Small Business Entrepreneurship

The United States Association for Small Business and Entrepreneurship is a community that 

focuses on four pillars: entrepreneurship education; entrepreneurship research; 

entrepreneurship outreach; and public policy. Annual membership includes subscriptions 

to Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice and the Journal of Small Business Management.  Also 

included is access to their online career center with networking opportunities with fellow 

entrepreneurs, educators and policymakers.

http://www.usasbe.org/?

National Federation of Independent Businesses

The National Federation of Independent Businesses is America’s leading small business 

association. They work with businesses to protect the right to own, operate, and grow a small 

business. Their state and federal advocacy, business advice, and membership benefits cover a 

range of small businesses across many industries.

https://www.nfib.com/

Ashoka

Since its founding in 1980, Ashoka has become the largest network of social entrepreneurs with 

over 3,000 members from all over the world. Ashoka provides everything from start-up financing,

networking opportunities to professional support systems.
https://www.ashoka.org/en
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