
SUNNYSIDE MUNICIPAL COURT ADVISE OF RIGHTS

For some of you this is the time for your arraignment. You will be told the elements of the charge against you, and you will be asked to plead either guilty or not guilty. You are presumed innocent until the charge is proven beyond a reasonable doubt before an impartial judge or jury, or until you plead guilty. You are not required to plead until you have had a reasonable time to consider the charge or charges and consult with a lawyer.

You have the right to be represented by a lawyer at every stage of your proceedings. If you would like to be represented by a lawyer but cannot afford to hire your own, you may request a public defender. If you ask the judge for one and qualify, a lawyer will be appointed to represent you if there is a possibility of jail time as part of the sentence. You may hire your own attorney.

You also have the following rights:
1. The right to remain silent before and during trial, and the right to refuse to testify against yourself;
2. The right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial judge or jury;
3. The right at trial to hear and question the witnesses who testify against you;
4. The  right  at  trial to  testify  and  to  have  witnesses  testify  for  you.   These witnesses can be made to appear at no expense to you;
5. The right to appeal a finding of guilty after the trial.

If you plead guilty, you will give up the rights listed in 1-5 above. Also, if you plead guilty, or are found guilty by either the court or a jury, any of the following consequences may occur:

1. You are not required to disclose your immigration or citizenship status to the court.  But  if  you  are  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  you  should  tell  your lawyer, even if you do not have legal immigration status to be here, because you  have  the  right  to  receive  advice  from  your  lawyer  about  the  specific consequences and risks that your case may have on your immigration status. Depending on the facts of your case, a plea of guilty or a conviction at trial can result   in   your   deportation   and   may   have   other   negative   immigration consequences, such as preventing you from gaining citizenship or lawful status to remain in the United States. In some cases, if you are convicted, detention and  deportation  will  be  required.  Defense  counsel must  advise  a  non-citizen client of adverse immigration consequences.
2. If you are charged with Reckless Driving, Driving With License Suspended 1st or 2nd  Degree, Driving Under the Influence or Physical Control of a vehicle while Under the Influence of Intoxicating Liquor or Drugs, and you plead guilty or are found guilty, your driver’s license will be suspended or revoked by the State
Department of Licensing, and you will be required to surrender your driver’s license.
3. If you are charged with Domestic Violence, and you plead guilty or are found guilty, you may be prohibited from having any contact with the victim, and you may be prohibited from owning or possessing a firearm.
4. If the judge has represented you as an attorney on other matters, please advise the court when your case is called.
5. 

5. If the charge against you has to do with drug or drug paraphernalia possession, a guilty finding can result in you being ineligible for Student Loans.

If you plead guilty or are found guilty, the judge does not have to follow anyone’s recommendation, as to the sentence. The judge can give you any sentence up to the maximum allowed by law. The court rarely imposes the maximum penalty. You will be informed of the maximum penalties and any minimum penalties that apply to your particular case, if any.

When your case is called, if you have an attorney, or wish to request a court appointed attorney, please advise the court. The matter will be set for a pre-trial at which time, with your attorney present, you may request a bench trial or jury trial. If you waive an attorney at this time, you may later request an attorney if you change your mind.

You will be asked to acknowledge that these rights have been read or interpreted to you, or that you have read these rights. If you would like additional time to read these rights or be further informed, advise me when you come forward.

UNDERSTANDING MY RIGHTS AS EXPLAINED, I MAKE THE FOLLOWING CHOICES:

Lawyer: (Check one box) [] I will hire a lawyer.
[] I want a court appointed lawyer. (Fill out financial statement)

[] I will represent myself and waive my right to an attorney. (Pro Se)
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