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Abbreviations and Acronyms 

 

AKART All Known, Available, and Reasonable methods of control and Treatment 

BMP  Best Management Practice 

CITY  City of Sunnyside 

COUNTY Yakima County 

DID  Drainage Improvement District 

DR  SVID Drain 

Ecology Washington State Department of Ecology 

ESA  Endangered Species Act 

GIS  Geographic Information System 

IDDE  Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

ILA  Interlocal Agreement or Intergovernmental Local Agreement 

JD  SVID Joint Drain 

LID  Low Impact Development 

MS4  Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 

NOI  Notice of Intent 

NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

O&M  Operation and Maintenance 

PORT  Port of Sunnyside 

RCW  Revised code of Washington State 

RSWG Regional Stormwater Working Group (Yakima County, City of Yakima, City of 

Selah, City of Union Gap, and City of Sunnyside) 

SWPPP Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

SWMP  Stormwater Management Program 

SWMMEW Stormwater Management Manual for Eastern Washington 

TBD  To be determined 

TMDL  Total Maximum Daily Load 

TSS  Total Suspended Solids 

UGA  Urban Growth Area 

UIC  Underground Injection Control 

WAC  Washington Administration Code 

YCHD  Yakima County Health District 
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1.0 Introduction 
 
The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) is the regulatory program enacted 
by Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) to comply with the Federal Clean Water 
Act to mitigate water pollution.  Discharges including municipal separate storm sewer systems 
(MS4’s) to water bodies of the State are regulated by Ecology and are permitted by jurisdictions 
through the NPDES permit.  As an owner of several MS4’s, the City of Sunnyside is responsible 
to obtain coverage under the NPDES permit. 
 
The Eastern Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit outlines stormwater program 
activities and implementation milestones a City must implement.  The Stormwater Management 
Program Plan (SWMP) is intended to document the Permit requirements and implementation 
schedule and identify the City’s actions toward complying with the permit.  Every permit holder is 
required to develop a SWMP consistent with the Permit and submit to Ecology (Ecology) annually. 
 
The primary goal of the SWMP is to meet permit regulatory requirements and justify commitment 
of resources.  The Permit assumes compliance with activity-based permit requirements will 
improve water quality in nearby streams and lakes.  A secondary goal is to provide a basis for 
public feedback to the management program. 
 
Permittees must develop SWMP’s that contain minimum performance measures in eight required 
program elements: Public Education and Outreach, Public Involvement and Participation, Illicit 
Discharge Detection and Elimination, Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control, Post-
Construction Stormwater Management, and Municipal Operations and Maintenance.  To match 
Yakima County’s (County’s) SWMP, The City of Sunnyside’s (CITY’s) performance measures 
that will be performed during this year is the core of this document. 
 
Full implementation of the stormwater program will be a long-term, iterative process, and this plan 
is designed as a living document to be inclusive of new performance measures and implantation 
goals as needs arise.    
 

   
City of Sunnyside looking toward Yakima River.  
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1.1 City of Sunnyside Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
 
Phase I of the NPDES Stormwater Program began in 1990.  Large and medium size municipalities 
with populations greater than 100,000 were required to develop and implement SWMPs.  Phase 
II of the regulations require small municipalities (<100,000) and contiguous areas with smaller, 
but still urban communities to develop and implement SWMPs.  In February 2007, Ecology issued 
the Eastern Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit, requiring Permittees to submit a 
Notice of Intent (NOI) seeking coverage to comply with the terms of the permit.  Currently, Ecology 
has required Permittees and Co-Permittees to submit an NOI for coverage and to comply with the 
current Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit that became effective August 1, 2019. 
 
Prior to July 31, 2019, the City was a regional Co-Permittee to the County through an interlocal 
governmental agreement (ILA).  In the ILA, the County prepared all major documents required by 
the permit.  Specific to the SWMP, the County prepared and updated the document on a yearly 
basis.  In 2019 the ILA expired, and it was agreed the CITY would no longer operate as a Co-
Permittee and would be required to meet all permit requirements.  Considering the geographic 
area of the jurisdictions, the County and CITY determined it would be in the region's best interest 
for the County to continue responsibility of meeting the requirements associated with the Public 
Education and Outreach Program Element and the Public Involvement and Participation Program 
Element.  These elements are the first permit requirements identified in the SWMP of the MS4 
Permit. 
 
Sunnyside Valley Irrigation District (SVID) is recognized as a Co-Permittee by Ecology, and as 
such is also required to prepare a SWMP on a yearly basis.  It is the CITY’s intent for both plans 
to be respective of the needs of the community. 
 
The geographic area of responsibility for the activities described in this plan for the CITY is the 
incorporated CITY Limits less any infrastructure improvements or waterways owned and operated 
by a jurisdiction having authority (JHA) and recognized by Ecology.  Such jurisdictions may 
include SVID, and the Port of 
Sunnyside (Port) for those 
discharges under an Industrial 
Stormwater Permit.  The areas 
highlighted in darker yellow on 
this image are recognized as 
the CITY’s limits. 
 
Yakima County has agreed to 
maintain all responsibility for 
MS4 permit requirements 
within the Urban Growth Area 
(UGA) outside of CITY Limits.   
 
Both the Port and SVID operate 
within the CITY’s limits and are 
responsible for plan 
preparation and reporting 
based on their activities. It is 
common for monitoring and 
assessment responsibilities to 
overlap. 
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In addition to the MS4, a second system exists called an underdrain which was built to dewater 
the base soils allowing for construction of the original township of Sunnyside.  The underdrain 
also conveys irrigation tail water and agricultural runoff.  The system is vast throughout the CITY 
limits and portions of the underdrain enter the CITY from other areas outside of the CITY limits. 

The MS4 and the underdrain have been inter-connected and co-mingled due to drainage needs 
of the growing community and agricultural runoff / tail-water for many decades.  These systems 
were integrated prior to the passage of the Clean Water Act.  The CITY has two systems that at 
times are indistinguishable, and the complexity of their existence results in lack of clarity between 
agencies.  

The CITY experiences flow within its MS4 even during the dry season.  This is due to the co-
mingling of the two systems.  The CITY conveys groundwater, agricultural runoff, and irrigation 
tail water through its MS4.  Ownership and maintenance of the underdrains depend on location.  
Understanding, quantifying, evaluating, and designing new systems to disallow co-mingling of 
stormwater is a priority for the CITY.   

SVID first notified the CITY in 2011, of sampling data with high fecal coliform counts within the 
comingled system.  Based on CITY and SVID sampling results and subsequent high fecal coliform 
counts, the source is expected to both a large volume of discharge and of high fecal coliform 
concentration.  The CITY has spent ten years sampling both the MS4 system, the comingled 
system, and investigating the MS4 for illicit connections.  An example of sampling information 
compiled by the CITY from 2020 is included in this report for reference. 

The source of discharge should be located by systematically isolating the area from which the 
polluted discharge originates.  This method involves progressive investigation at manholes in the 
storm drain network to narrow down the location where the illegal discharge is entering the 
drainage system.  Field crews should work progressively upstream from the outfall and inspect 
manholes until primary indicators (i.e. odor, turbidity, visual indicators such as floatables, sewage 
bacteria, surface scum or sheen) with follow-up testing reveals that the discharge is no longer 
present and elevated bacteria levels are no longer present.  The CITY is continuing to investigate 
and sample to identify the source, and tasks are outlined in this plan to assist in this endeavor.   

1.2 Responsible Departments and Officials 
 
The selected officials listed below are charged with the duties and responsibilities of complying 
with Permit requirements for the CITY’s MS4 system: 
 
City of Sunnyside, Public Works Department  Yakima County 
Shane Fisher, Public Works Director   David Hawes, Environmental Services Director 
818 E. Edison Avenue     128 N. 2nd Street, Fourth Floor Courthouse 
Sunnyside, WA 98944     Yakima, WA 98901 
Ph: (509) 837-5206     Ph: (509) 574-2277 
Email:  sfisher@sunnyside-wa.gov   Email:   david.hawes@co.yakima.wa.us 
 
 
 
  

mailto:sfisher@sunnyside-wa.gov
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2.0 Stormwater Management Program Plan 
 
This document is organized consistent with the permit structure in Sections S5, S7, S8, and S9 
of the Eastern Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit.  Each program element 
contains an introductory statement generally discussing permit requirements.  Each performance 
measure shall contain measurable activities that describe specific actions taken to implement the 
performance measure.  The SWMP shall include a description of program activities for the 
upcoming 2021 calendar year. 
 

• S5.B.1 Public Education and Outreach 
• S5.B.2 Public Involvement and Participation 
• S5.B.3 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) 
• S5.B.4 Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control 
• S5.B.5 Post-Construction Stormwater Management for New Development and 

Redevelopment 
• S5.B.6 Municipal Operations and Maintenance 
• S7.A/B Compliance with Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Requirements 
• S8 Monitoring and Assessment 
• S9 Reporting Requirements 
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2.1 Public Education and Outreach (S5.B.1)  
 
The Public Education and Outreach Program Element focuses on educating the public about the 
potential impact of stormwater discharges on receiving waters of the State.  This element is 
intended to increase public knowledge about how individual actions and choices affect stormwater 
and elicit support for the stormwater program. 
 
2.1.1 Permit Requirements for Public Education and Outreach 
 

• All Permittees shall continue to implement a public education and outreach program 
designed to reach target audiences and achieve improvements in the target audiences’ 
understanding of the problem and what they can do to solve it.   

• Each Permittee shall measure the understanding and adoption of the targeted behaviors 
for at least one target audience in at least one subject area.  

o Car Wash Study 
 
2.1.2 Supporting Program Elements 
 
The Public Participation and Involvement Program Element works with the Public Education and 
Outreach Program Element developed by the County by encouraging citizens to become informed 
and involved in the stormwater program.  More information on the County’s efforts can be found 
within the County’s SWMP. 
 
The CITY participates and supports the Yakima Regional Stormwater Working Group to bring 
education to the public.  One activity the CITY participates in is the development of education 
flyers which are distributed at City Hall.  The flyers are offered in both English and Spanish.   
 
The 2020-2021 Stormwater Public Outreach Plan was developed by the County will be 
implemented by the CITY.  The stormwater Public Outreach Plan will be updated annually in an 
effort to better increase awareness levels throughout the community. 
 
Decals have been added to CITY equipment to 
provide information to the public, “Protecting our 
water, one mile at a time.”  The decals also include 
the Stormwater Hotline number.  The equipment 
operators are informed about the importance of 
stormwater and are able to provide information to 
the public. 
 
Decals have been added to over 99% of the CITY’s Drain Inlets. 
 
The City will participate at the Central Washington Fair to provide information and 
answer questions from the general public about impacts of stormwater discharges 
to water bodies of the State.  Information provided will include steps community 
members can take to reduce pollutants in stormwater.  This task will be completed 
this year if not restricted by the COVID pandemic.  
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Information 
Flyers available 
to public in both 
English and 
Spanish are 
available.  
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2.2 Public Involvement and Participation (S5.B.2)  
 
The Public Involvement and Participation Program Element provides opportunities for the public 
to become involved in decisions related to reducing pollutants in stormwater.  Through 
participation, the public provides valuable input and assistance in program development and 
implementation.  Increased public involvement and participation will result in increased public 
acceptance and support of programs ensuring a successful and effective program. 
 
Permittees shall provide ongoing opportunities for public involvement and participation such as 
advisory panels, public hearings, watershed committees, participation in developing rate-
structures, or other similar activities.  
 
2.2.1 Permit requirements for Public Involvement and Participation 
 

• Permittees shall implement a program or policy directive to create opportunities for the 
public, including overburdened communities, to provide input during the decision-making 
processes involving the development, implementation and update of the SWMP, including 
development and adoption of all required ordinances and regulatory mechanisms. 

• No later than May 31st each year, Permittees shall post on their website and make the 
latest version of the Annual Report and SWMP Plan available to the public.  All other 
submittals should be available to the public upon request. 

o Added a link on our city website where the public can review and comment on our 
Stormwater Management Plan. (Put link here) 
 

2.2.2 Supporting Program Elements 
 
The CITY’s and County’s websites will provide an accessible means for the public to view the 
Annual Report and SWMP. 
 
The CITY is working on a revised rate structure for assessing stormwater fees.  A draft stormwater 
rate study should be available at the end of this calendar year.  When a draft is available, open 
meetings will be held to present the new rates and solicit comments from the community.  The 
new rate structure is intended to develop a fair and measurable way of collecting stormwater fees 
for the purposes of maintaining existing stormwater facilities and funding capital stormwater 
improvements.  
 
Opportunities for citizen comments are available at regular City Council meetings during the 
Public Comment Agenda Item or during scheduled Public Hearings pertaining to those topics. 
 
The Annual Report, SWMP, and Comprehensive Land Use Plan are posted on the CITY’s 
website. 
 
The CITY received no comments on its 2021 SWMP.  If comments are received, the City will 
assess and provide feedback.  The CITY will update its SWMP as warranted. 
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2.3 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (S5.B.3) 
 
This section describes the Permit requirements related to Illicit Discharge Detection and 
Elimination (IDDE), lists the continuing and/or current programs and activities meeting Permit 
requirements, and identifies the planned activities recommended for continued compliance with 
the Permit. 
 
In addition to general IDDE investigation, the CITY throughout the last calendar year has 
dedicated countless hours to locate the source of fecal/E.coli coliform within the CITY’s and 
SVID’s recognized MS4 system.  The CITY has sampled in numerous locations, dye tested, and 
smoke tested to discover the source.  The source remains unknown, and all adjacent businesses 
have been investigated.  It has been determined the elevated levels of fecal/E.coli are not from a 
known connection and ongoing work is discussed further under S5.B.6, S8, and S9.  
  
2.3.1 Permit requirements for Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 
 

• Maintain a storm sewer system map that includes stormwater system information 
identified in the Permit. 

• Implement ordinances to prohibit illicit discharges and illicit connections containing 
escalating enforcement procedures and actions.  The ordinances or other regulatory 
mechanisms shall be revised, if needed to meet new Permit requirements, no later than 
February 2, 2023. 

• Each Permittee shall implement an ongoing program designed to detect and identify illicit 
discharges and illicit connections into the Permittee’s MS4.  Compliance with this provision 
shall be achieved by field assessing at least 12% on average, of the MS4 within the 
Permitee’s coverage area each year to verify outfall and discharge permit locations and 
detect illicit discharges.  Permittees shall track total percentage of the MS4 assessed 
beginning August 1, 2019. 

• Publicly listed and publicized hotline or other telephone number for public reporting of 
spills and other illicit discharges. 

• Maintain an ongoing training program for City Staff who may come into contact with or 
respond to illicit connections or discharges.  Train program staff on proper IDDE response 
procedures and processes, including municipal field staff to recognize and report illicit 
discharges. 

• Permittees shall inform public employees, businesses, and the general public of hazards 
associated with illicit discharges and improper disposal of waste. 

• Implement an ongoing program designed to prevent, detect, characterize, trace, and 
eliminate illicit discharges and illicit connections into the Permittee’s MS4. 

• Develop procedures for characterizing the nature of, and potential public or environmental 
threat posed by, any illicit discharges found by or reported to the Permittee.  Procedures 
shall address the evaluation of whether the discharge shall be immediately contained and 
steps to be taken for containment. 

• Procedures for tracing the source of an illicit discharge, including visual inspections, and, 
when necessary, opening manholes, using mobile cameras, collecting and analyzing 
water samples, and/or other detailed inspection procedures. 

• Procedures for eliminating the discharge, including notification of appropriate authorities; 
notification of the property owner, technical assistance, follow-up inspections; and use of 
the compliance strategy, including escalating enforcement and legal actions if the 
discharge is not eliminated. 

• The developed procedures shall be based on the following timeline: immediately respond 
to all illicit discharges, including spills when determined to constitute a threat to human 
health, welfare, or the environment and investigate within seven days; initiate an 
investigation within 21 days of any report or discovery of a suspected illicit connection to 
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determine the source of the connection, the nature and volume of the discharge, and the 
responsible party. 

• Each Permittee shall track and maintain records of the activities conducted to meet the 
Permit requirements. The Annual Report shall include all data for the illicit discharges, 
spills, and illicit connections including those that were found by, reported to, or investigated 
by the Permittee during the previous calendar year. 
 

2.3.2 Supporting Program Elements 
 
The CITY fully implemented, and continues to update, an ongoing illicit discharge detection and 
elimination program consistent with the Permit requirements.  The program will be reviewed, 
evaluated, and updated for compliance with the new Permit.  
 
The CITY has ongoing Geographical Information System data collection procedures in place.  The 
known stormwater system is mapped at the present time.  The CITY will continue mapping and 
updating the system as data is collected. 
 
All complaints and concerns are based on severity and most are investigated within 24 hours.  If 
an illicit discharge is found, Public Works and Code Enforcement will work with the discharging 
party to resolve the discharge. 
 
The CITY requires inspection of all connections to existing municipal infrastructure to ensure new 
illicit connections are not made.  This requirement is located in the CITY’s Standard Specifications 
provided to all developers and contractors. 
 
The CITY will continue to enforce existing ordinances and update any ordinances necessary to 
comply with the 2019 Permit. (Check Ordinance) 
 
The CITY is currently working to contain a potential illicit discharge of fecal bacteria in the 
CITY/SVID infrastructure.  The source of the pollution has not been determined.  The CITY 
continues to investigate to narrow the area contributing to the pollution.  By the end of the calendar 
year, the CITY will determine if the source of the fecal bacteria is human or other.  When the 
source is identified, the CITY will evaluate the next steps for mitigating and removing the source 
of contamination.  
 
For CITY staff present in the field, but not directly involved in water quality activities (Police and 
Fire Departments) there is a 24-hour standby person identified so incidents can be reported, 
investigated, and recorded.   
 
The CITY adopted Chapter 13.30A for the purpose of addressing stormwater illicit discharges, 
identifying enforcement actions, right-of-entry, spill notifications, etc. to comply with the permit 
and ensure the CITY has the legal authority concerning illicit discharges. 
 
Areas of large industry and manufacturing facilities could have a higher impact on stormwater 
quality if an illicit discharge occurs.  The CITY will field investigate current facilities to assess the 
potential for an illicit discharge. 
 
The City will continue to update Staff training, train new Staff on recognizing and reporting illicit 
discharges, spills, and illegal dumping to be consistent with existing ordinances and Permit 
requirements. 
 
The CITY will enhance its webpage dedicated to water pollution and stormwater.  General 
information will be provided to answer questions regarding common occurrences. 
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 Above: Camera Inspection Truck. Lower Right: City Field Crew.  Lower Left: Smoke Machine.  
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2.4 Construction Site Stormwater Runoff (S5.B.4)  
 
All Permittees shall implement and enforce a program to reduce pollutants in any stormwater 
runoff to the MS4 from construction activities that disturb one acre or more, and from construction 
projects of less than one acre part of a larger common plan of development or sale. 
 
Public and private projects, including projects proposed by the Permittee’s own departments and 
agencies, shall comply with these requirements. 
 
2.4.1 Permit requirements for Construction Site Stormwater Runoff 
 

• Permittees shall implement an ordinance or other regulatory mechanism to require erosion 
and sediment controls, and other construction-phase stormwater pollution controls at new 
development and redevelopment projects. 

• The ordinance or other regulatory mechanism shall include provisions to review site plans 
and inspect sites with high potential for sediment transport prior to clearing or grading. 

• Permittees shall implement procedures for site plan review which incorporates 
consideration of potential water quality impacts. 

• Permittees shall implement procedures for site inspection and enforcement of construction 
stormwater pollution control measures. 

• Each Permittee shall ensure all Staff whose primary job duties are implementing the 
program to control stormwater runoff from new development, redevelopment, and 
construction sites, including permitting, plan review, construction site inspections, and 
enforcement, are trained to conduct these activities. Follow-up training shall be provided 
as needed to address changes in procedures, techniques, or staffing. 

• Permittees shall provide information to construction site operators about training available 
for how to install and maintain effective erosion and sediment controls. 

• To comply with the Permit, Permittees shall keep records of all projects disturbing one 
acre or more, and all projects of any size part of a common plan of development or sale 
that is one acre or more. 

 
2.4.2 Supporting Program Elements 
 
The CITY has implemented an ordinance to control stormwater 
contamination from construction sites and construction activities 
including enforcement actions. 
 
The CITY’s existing permitting process includes plan review for 
construction stormwater elements, Temporary Erosion and 
Sedimentation Control devices, and inspection requirements.  The 
requirement to install Temporary Erosion and Sedimentation 
Control devices is covered by an ordinance.  
 
The CITY has developed an education flyer which is dispersed to 
applicants, provided during pre-construction meetings, and mailed 
depending on the situation.  The flyer is available to everyone and 
available in both English and Spanish. The flyer is dedicated to the 
importance of preventing track-out from any activity. 
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The CITY is responsible for managing stormwater runoff 
entering its MS4’s from new development, redevelopment, 
and construction sites.  To ensure management of 
stormwater, the CITY requires applicants to meet the 
requirements of the Stormwater Management Manual for 
Eastern Washington, latest edition noted in the CITY’s 
Standard Specifications. 
 
The CITY maintains records of inspection, enforcement, 
and maintenance activities.  A procedures manual for all 
Staff is being developed by incorporating elements from 
the Yakima County Program Plan, as well as elements 
specific and unique to Sunnyside. 
 
The City will be hiring additional Staff in the Stormwater Division to allow supervisory Staff to track 
required activities of the Annual Report, once the Stormwater Utility Rates have been adopted by 
City Council this year.  Increased accountability of the Annual Report will be performed by creating 
process templates to document all permit-required activities.  The templates will create a standard 
for tracking all construction stormwater activities throughout the Public Works Department. 
 
Current ordinances and CITY Standards will be reviewed to ensure their compliance with the 
current permit.  These regulatory documents will be updated on an annual basis, as needed to 
comply with the Permit requirements. 
 

 
Amended soil swale 
on private property.  
Final inspection 
revealed parking lot 
would not drain 
because of a build-up 
of landscaping 
materials.  Owner 
was notified to correct 
inlet.  
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2.5 Post-Construction Stormwater Management for New Development and 
Redevelopment (S5.B.5)  
 
Impacts to water quality caused by development can be minimized through implementing post-
construction stormwater quality performance measures.  The performance measures and tasks 
outlined in this section require new development and major redevelopment projects to incorporate 
post construction stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) and to ensure that measures 
are operated and maintained once construction is complete.  
 
All Permittees shall implement and enforce a program to address post-construction stormwater 
runoff to the MS4 from new development and redevelopment projects that disturb one acre or 
more, and from projects of less than one acre that are part of a larger common plan.  
 
2.5.1 Permit requirements for Post-construction Stormwater Management for New 

Development and Redevelopment 
 

• No later than December 21, 2022, Permittees shall implement an ordinance or other 
regulatory mechanism requiring post-construction stormwater controls at new 
development and redevelopment projects.  The ordinance or other regulatory mechanism 
shall include mechanisms to ensure compliance. 

• Permittees shall implement procedures for site plan review which incorporate 
consideration of potential water quality impacts. 

• Permittees shall implement procedures for site inspection and enforcement of post-
construction stormwater measures. 

• Permittees shall provide adequate training for all Staff involved in permitting, planning, 
review, inspection, and enforcement to carry out provisions of the SWMP. 

• Permittees shall provide information to design professionals about training available for 
how to comply with the requirements in the Stormwater Management Manual.  

o Added a link on our city website for design professionals to access the Stormwater 
Manual for Eastern Washington. http://www.ci.sunnyside.wa.us/192/Stormwater-
Division 

 
• Permittees shall keep records of all projects disturbing one acre or more, and all projects 

of any size part of a common plan of development or sale. 
 
2.5.2 Supporting Program Elements 
 
The CITY has adopted an ordinance, Chapter 16.16A, to 
satisfy past permit requirements including enforcement 
measures.  This ordinance will be reviewed and updated if 
necessary, to meet current permit requirements. 
 
The CITY reviews each permit application for consistency 
with the permit requirements, including but not limited to; 
review of stormwater design calculations based on the design 
storm, review of stormwater plans, BMPs and LID BMP 
selection, etc. 
 
The CITY by ordinance requires all stormwater generated on private property to have water 
quality treatment and be retained on site.  All BMPs proposed by the applicant are required to 
meet the Stormwater Management Manual for Eastern Washington.  
 
The CITY tracks all documents associated with private and public projects, including plan and 
document storage. 
 

http://www.ci.sunnyside.wa.us/192/Stormwater-Division
http://www.ci.sunnyside.wa.us/192/Stormwater-Division
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The CITY will continue to update the “living database” of all private stormwater systems for the 
basis of developing an inspection schedule.  This will be done by having Staff inspect and assess 
all private stormwater systems to create a database.  Staff will inspect these facilities once every 
two years.  This task is ongoing. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stabilized Infiltration Swale.  City improvement 
inspected routinely, and City performs vegetation and 
debris management.  System installed in 2017. 
 
 
 

 
Private parking lot maintenance.  Parking lot 
maintenance flush toward perimeter trench 
drain.  Owner performs all maintenance. 
Installed in 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Private development stabilized infiltration swale.     
Owner performs all maintenance.  Installed in 2010. 
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2.6 Municipal Operations and Maintenance (S5.B.6) 
 
Permittees shall implement an operation and maintenance program to include a training 
component having the goal of preventing or reducing pollutant runoff from municipal operations. 
 
2.6.1 Permit requirements for Municipal Operations and Maintenance 
 

• Permittees shall implement a schedule of municipal Operation and Maintenance activities.  
Permittees shall review and, if needed, update the plan no later than December 31, 2022.  
The schedule shall include BMPs that will protect water quality, reduce discharge of 
pollutants to the MEP, and satisfy state AKART requirements. 

• The Operations and Maintenance plan shall include appropriate pollution prevention and 
good housekeeping procedures for all components of the stormwater collection and 
conveyance systems; roads, highways, and parking lots; vehicle fleets; municipal 
buildings; parks and open space; construction projects; industrial activities; material 
storage areas; flood management projects; and other facilities that would reasonably be 
expected to discharge contaminated runoff. 

• The Operations and Maintenance plan shall include a schedule of inspections and 
requirements for recordkeeping. 

• Permittees shall provide training for all employees who have primary construction, 
operations, or maintenance job functions likely to impact stormwater quality.  Training shall 
address the importance of protecting water quality, operations and maintenance 
requirements, relevant SWPPPs, inspection procedures, and ways to perform their job 
activities to prevent or minimize impacts to water quality. 

 
 
2.6.2 Supporting Program Elements 
 
It is the intent of the CITY to inspect and clean as necessary all catch basins on a two-year 
reoccurring cycle as required by the Permit.  Inspecting and cleaning catch basins will be done 
consistent with the maintenance standard in the Stormwater Management Manual for Eastern 
Washington.  Equipment and staff required to accomplish this program will be determined as the 
program is developed and implemented each year. 
 
The CITY spot checks potentially damaged permanent treatment and flow control facilities after 
major storm events.  The CITY checks streets and catch basins for possible flooding after a 
significant rain event.  If checks indicate widespread damage/maintenance needs, the CITY 
conducts repairs. 
  
The CITY has developed a sweeping plan to remove debris and sediment from the roadway 
surface.  The plan targets all major arterials and collectors to be swept prior to first flush on a 
yearly basis.  All remaining streets, minor collectors, and residential streets are swept once 
throughout the year.  Due to equipment and Staff needs, additional street maintenance is 
performed as needed. 
 
The CITY has developed a catch basin cleaning plan to maintain all public catch basins, flow 
control structures, and pretreatment devices within the CITY limits.  The CITY’s goal is to clean 
all structures prior to winter targeting high maintenance areas and areas prone to flooding at least 
twice a year.    
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Public Works Staff maintains all public buildings and open spaces except those under separate 
agreement such as several landscaping areas maintained by the Port.  The CITY assesses 
building maintenance needs each year during formulation of the budget.  The CITY is currently 
working on preventing nesting pigeons from roosting at various public buildings. 
The CITY considers new snow removal procedures and disposal areas each year depending on 
the snow event. 
 
CITY Staff are familiar with several contaminated areas throughout the CITY associated with 
private development such as those listed on Ecology’s Toxicology site for Leaking Underground 
Storage Tanks, etc.  When operations are intended to be completed within these areas, the CITY 
notifies all involved of the existing contamination and potential risk.  This includes cleaning 
structures, excavating in contaminated soils and groundwater, and similar activities.  Training is 
provided to Staff. 
 
The CITY currently requires all CITY issued vehicles to be washed every week by the employee 
who is responsible for the vehicle.  All other CITY vehicles are required to be washed by the 
division the vehicle is used by.  The CITY also requires every piece of equipment be washed 
down at the end of each workday.  This task is ongoing and will continue throughout the year. 
 
The CITY conducts regular maintenance on all CITY-owned vehicles and equipment.  During 
these services, the mechanic takes the opportunity to check the entire drive train for any leaks.  
This ensures there are no chemical spills from CITY-owned equipment.  Maintenance and repair 
records are kept for each vehicle.  This task is ongoing and will continue throughout the year. 
 
The CITY realizes a need to maintain older sewer mains located near the groundwater table which 
may be exfiltrating into surrounding soils.  The CITY is committed to analyzing each sewer main 
and allocated budget every fiscal year to slip line existing systems. 
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CITY Staff removing debris and sediment 
from existing catch basins.  
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2.7 Compliance with Total Maximum Daily Load Requirements (S7.A. / B.)  
 
Compliance with the Total Maximum Daily Load Requirements (TMDL) applies only if an 
applicable TMDL is approved for stormwater discharges from MS4s owned or operated by the 
Permittee.  The CITY does not have any applicable TMDLs. 
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2.8 Monitoring and Assessment (S8) 
 
This section describes the new Permit requirements related to water quality Monitoring and 
Assessment, lists the continuing and/or current programs and activities that meet Permit 
requirements, and identifies the planned activities recommended for continued compliance with 
the Permit. 
 
2.8.1 Permit requirements for Monitoring and Assessment 
 

• Continue to participate in implementation of the eight Ecology-approved studies that were 
selected pursuant to Section S8.B in the Eastern Washington Phase II Municipal 
Stormwater Permit. 

• Coordinate with other Permittees in the Urban Area to plan and begin an additional 
Stormwater Management Program effectiveness study.  Two or more Urban Areas may 
collaborate on a single study. 

 
2.8.2 Supporting Program Elements 
 
The CITY will continue to participate in implementing the eight Ecology-approved studies. 
 
The CITY will coordinate with other Permittees through the County for a new Management 
Program effectiveness study to meet the milestones identified in the Permit.  Participation by City 
Staff will be provided in the Annual Report.  
 
To improve water quality, City Staff will continue to investigate the existing storm system for both 
permissive and illicit connections to the MS4 by smoke, dye, and camera testing.  The CITY will 
evaluate a system for sharing information with local and government officials.  
 
A significant amount of investigation by smoke and dye testing of the MS4 system was conducted 
in calendar years 2019 and 2020.  There is an identified need to have this information available, 
and the CITY will consider a means and method for a shareable database.  The results of this 
year’s monitoring are included at the end of this section. 
 
To track fecal/E.coli coliform matter within the MS4, the CITY will develop a monitoring and 
assessment plan to sample at its MS4 systems during first flush, high groundwater, and 
periodically throughout the year to track pollutant concentrations.  The CITY has a method to 
record and monitor stormwater pollutants by database/GIS methods to assist in developing a 
long-range plan for monitoring pollutants and maintenance. 
 
The following locations will be monitored twice a month, a geometric will be developed and 
reviewed once a year.  The intent of sampling at these locations is to track and monitor the location 
of elevated levels of Fecal/E.coli, monitor concentrations as groundwater, irrigation tailwater, and 
other environmental conditions fluctuate throughout the year, and track the effect of slip-lining the 
sanitary sewer main. 

• SVID Manhole at Ismo Loop and Fairview Avenue (where discharge enters CITY Limits). 
• Manhole at R&R Auto Repair Yard before co-mingling of SVID tailwater. 
• Manhole at E. Warehouse Avenue and 4th Street.  This location is at the end of the current 

slip-lining project. 
• Outfall at underdrain in Zillah Avenue. 
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Sampling location at SVID Manhole at Ismo Loop and Fairview Avenue.  

 

Sampling locations at Ace Hardware prior to co-mingling with SVID System and start of slip-
lining project. 
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Sampling location at Warehouse Avenue and 4th Street at the end of Sewermain Slip Lining 
Project. 
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Sampling location at the Outfall located in Zillah Avenue and E. Edison Avenue. 
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